
Hamilton-Wenham Regional High School Summer Reading List 2014 

Grade 9 

9 Honors 
 The Secret Life of Bees (Sue Monk Kidd) 
 The Count of Monte Cristo (Alexandre Dumas) – Bantam Classic Abridged, ISBN 0553213504 
 one other book of your choosing * 

9 College Prep 
 The Secret Life of Bees (Sue Monk Kidd) 
 one other book of your choosing * 

Grade 10 

10 Honors 
 Zeitoun (David Eggers) 
 Tess of the d’Urbervilles (Thomas Hardy) 
 one other book of your choosing * 

10 College Prep 
 Zeitoun (David Eggers) 
 one other book of your choosing * 

Grade 11 

11 Honors 
 1984 (George Orwell) 
 The Once and Future King (T.H. White) 
 one other book of your choosing * 

11 College Prep 
 1984 (George Orwell) 
 one other book of your choosing * 

Grade 12 

12 Advanced Placement 
 The Namesake (Jhumpa Lahiri) 
 Crime and Punishment (Fyodor Dostoevsky)  
 Their Eyes Were Watching God (Zora Neale Hurston)  
 one other book of your choosing * 

12 Honors 
 The Namesake (Jhumpa Lahiri) 
 Caleb’s Crossing (Geraldine Brooks) 
 one other book of your choosing * 

12 College Prep 
 The Namesake (Jhumpa Lahiri) 
 one other book of your choosing *  

 
 
  

 



 
* The choice book is totally open-ended, as long as it is a book that the student hasn’t read 
before and is not part of another department’s summer reading requirement.  Feel free to 
explore either fiction or non-fiction.  Consult local librarians, lists of award-winning books, 
family members, friends, and teachers. 
 
 

ASSESSMENT IN SEPTEMBER 

Students will be formally assessed on the one summer reading book in bold print on the 
summer reading list:  

Freshmen will be assessed on The Secret Life of Bees, sophomores on Zeitoun, juniors 
on 1984, and seniors on The Namesake.  (The AP class will have additional 
assessments, so please check the AP letter that will be distributed in June.)   

Although not assessed through a written response, the additional required text at the Honors 
level and any choice books will be incorporated into class discussions at the beginning of the 
year.  

Please consult the “Summer Reading Assignment” sheet, which outlines what students 
should do over the summer, bring to class on the first day of school (Wednesday, 
August 27th), and submit to turnitin.com. 

RATIONALE FOR SUMMER READING 
 
The Hamilton-Wenham Regional High School English Department requires summer reading of 
all students.  Going back to school in September is much easier for those who have 
maintained the habit of responsive reading.  Furthermore, summer reading can provide a 
pleasurable broadening of young people’s horizons.  Students who read as a source of both 
intellectual stimulation and overall relaxation are likely to become joyful, lifelong 
readers.  Finally, those who read throughout the summer months and on other school 
vacations usually become more articulate speakers, more graceful writers, and more intriguing 
individuals. 

OBTAINING BOOKS 

Before leaving for summer vacation, students should know which English class and level they 
are entering in September and should consult the appropriate section of the reading 
list.  Students may choose to buy their own books.  Being able to underline, highlight, or write 
notes in one’s own book is great practice for college.  Local bookstores and the Hamilton-
Wenham Public Library have our reading list and will have books available; some bookstores 
may be offering a discount.   

JOURNAL WRITING 

Since writing skills can atrophy over the course of the summer, the English Department 
strongly encourages students to keep journals.  By writing about 150 words or for at least 10 to 
15 minutes every other day, students remain in touch with their thoughts and keep their 
thinking and writing gears in motion.  So many summer experiences are worthy of 
contemplation and response—whether in the form of a poem, an essay, a few quick sketches 
or a series of vignettes.  Journals invite reflection and deepen self-awareness.    
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