
Summer Reading Assignment 2014 
We hope that you enjoy your summer reading!  Complete your one assignment over the 
summer as you are reading or as soon as you have finished. This is a great opportunity 
to start the year on a strong note.  We have a few requests: 
 
 

• All work must be your own.  We care about what you think.  Any 
assignment that uses someone else’s ideas will receive a zero.  
 

• Do not consult online sources as you are completing these assignments.  
The assignment is designed so that you will do well even if you struggled 
with some of what you read.  Give us your best effort.    

 
• Please type your responses.  At the beginning of the year, your teacher will 

give you instructions about how to submit an electronic copy of this 
assignment to turnitin.com. 

 

ASSESSMENT IN SEPTEMBER 

Students will be formally assessed on the one summer reading book in bold print on the 
summer reading list:  

 

Freshmen will be assessed on The Secret Life of Bees, sophomores on Zeitoun, 
juniors on 1984, and seniors on The Namesake.  (The AP class will have 
additional assessments, so please check the AP letter that will be distributed in 
June.)   

 

Although not assessed through a writing assignment, the additional required text at the 
Honors level and any choice books will be incorporated into class discussions at the 
beginning of the year.  

 

Please consult the “Summer Reading Assignment” sheet, which outlines what 
students should do over the summer, bring to class on the first day of school 
(Wednesday, August 27th), and submit to turnitin.com. 

 

 
* The assignment will lose five points for every day that it is late. 



Summer Reading Assignment (cont.) 
As you are reading the required book from our list, choose one interesting and thought-
provoking passage for each of the following topics.  Include the passage (single-spaced, 
in bold), the page number, and a paragraph response (double-spaced, size 12 font) for 
each passage.   
 
**Choose a passage from the book that is long enough (perhaps a paragraph or two in 
length or a section of important dialogue) for you to refer to different parts of it as you 
are writing your paragraph response.  We have found that students who write about ¾ 
of a page (double-spaced) for each of their responses usually have included a sufficient 
amount of detail. 
 
 
Passage #1  PROTAGONIST:  Find a passage that captures a critical moment of growth for 
the main character—a moment when he or she makes an important decision or begins to see 
the world in a different way.  This might be a moment in your story when something happens 
that pushes your protagonist in a new direction.  In other words, the story will never be the same 
because of a particular event, situation, conflict, or conversation.  Include what you consider to 
be the most interesting quotation from this section of the story and then write a paragraph about 
what is happening at this point in the story, how the character is beginning to change, and why 
this passage stands out to you as showing this growth. 
 
Passage #2  IMPORTANT SUPPORTING CHARACTER, PLACE, or OBJECT: 
Sometimes we are so focused on the main character that we don’t notice other important parts 
of a story.  Choose an important minor character, a significant place, or a key object in the 
protagonist’s life.  What makes this person, place, or thing so important to the story in general 
and the protagonist’s life in particular?  Find a passage that describes this character, place, or 
object in detail.  Write a paragraph about why this character, place, or object becomes important 
in the protagonist’s growth as a character.  
 
Passage #3  AUTHOR’S STYLE:  Think about how the author wrote the story.  How would 
you describe the author’s style to someone who hasn’t read the book?  Was it descriptive?  Was 
it full of complex sentences and was the plot hard to follow?  Was it told in a simple, 
straightforward, or beautiful way?  Did the story rely heavily on dialogue?  What did you think 
about the way it was written or its point of view?  Find a passage that allows you to discuss the 
author’s style and what the experience was like for you as a reader.  Write a paragraph 
response that uses the passage you have chosen as a starting point for discussing this style. 
 
Passage #4  ENDING:  Some books provide a clear ending but others are ambiguous, 
leaving readers to interpret the ending using clues that the author has left for us.  Include a 
passage that you feel captures the most important moment of the ending of this book.  Your 
passage does not have to be the final words of the story (though it could be), but it should come 
from the last section of the book.  In your paragraph response, focus on how the story ends:  
What does the ending mean for the main character?  Does the ending resolve the big conflicts 
of the novel?  Is it a hopeful or bleak ending?  Is it what you expected? 

 
** Make sure that each passage focuses on a different part of the story. 

 
 



Format 
 
Your Name 
 
Teacher’s Name 
 
Class 
 
Date Completed 

Name of Summer Book Reader Responses  
 

1.  PROTAGONIST 
 
Include your passage word for word here in bold print (single-spaced with the 
page number).  
 

Now, write your paragraph response!  Be thoughtful and creative.  It is a good  
 
idea to refer to specific parts of your passage in your response.  Your responses should  
 
be about ¾ of a page (double-spaced) in length. . . .  
 
 
2.  IMPORTANT SUPPORTING CHARACTER 
 
etc. 
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